Adventures on Islands °

Sweet sojourn in the Solomons;
it was the ‘70s <5

Jules Perrin VK3JFP, VR4DJ

A South Pacific ‘sweet spot, the Solomon Islands has been a ham radio haven for decades. (Wikimedia, cca3.0)

160" 161"
-9 00’ —H -9" 00’
Malaita
My time in the Solomon Islands was
nearly 50 years ago. Some memories Savo() Su'n
seem like only yesterday, but most ; .
9 15 g 15

have faded now. So, let me explore
and see what I do remember.
After leaving the Royal Australian
Navy (RAN) in 1976, I was lucky to -9 30"
get a two-year contract working for
a shipping company, Coral Seas Ltd,
in what was the British Solomon
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Centred in Honiara, the capital,
my key role was running the
mechanical engineering workshop,
maintaining the ship’s machinery,
and training locals.

As shown on the location map
here, Honiara is situated on the main
island of Guadalcanal.

It’s an ill wind that blows

nobody any good
The Pacific Theatre of World War
IT reached a critical juncture in the
Solomon Islands campaign (1942—
1945). The Battle of Guadalcanal
occurred between 7 August 1942
and 9 February 1943 on and around
the island. This was the first major
land offensive by Allied Forces
against the Empire of Japan, the
Allies pushing the Japanese forces
from one end of the island to the
other. My reason for mentioning this
will become evident later.

First, an interesting aside. There
are so many ships and planes
sunk off the coast of Guadalcanal
during the war, the Allied sailors
renamed the area previously known
as Savo Sound to “Iron Bottom
Sound” as the amount of iron sunk
there impacted ships’ magnetic
navigational compasses.

The American forces brought
in vast amounts of earthmoving
equipment to build camps, storage
areas and the Henderson airstrip
on Guadalcanal. When the fighting
ended, the Americans offered to

build a road around island to keep
the troops occupied. This offer

was rejected by the British, so the
Americans took all the equipment
they had on the island, floated it out
into what is now Iron Bottom Sound
and sank the barges!

Back in the 70s, Iron Bottom
Sound was a diving mecca and is still
a popular drawcard for tourists to
the Solomon Islands.

And so I found my calling

Back to the reason for this story,
amateur radio. The expatriate
population (expats) of Honiara at
that time was small but comprised
people from all walks and ways of
life. Chinese and Australian business
owners, traders, teachers, and a

lot of English people working on
transitioning the country to self-rule.

I was always interested in
electronics and stumbled across
a group of expats engaged in a
hobby of “amateur radio” and I
was hooked. I knew nothing of
electronics, antennas or propagation,
but that did not matter. All I had to
do was apply for a licence and I was
issued with a full call sign, VR4D].
Happy days!

After operating, supervised, on
other people’s rigs, I decided I would
get my own. No shop to duck down
to and buy a rig. No internet to
view and select an appropriate radio
to order. No, the only way was to
negotiate with the supplier in Japan
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My first radio - a Kenwood TS-520S. No, not this actual one. (RigPix)
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directly. So, two of us boldly ordered
and paid for the radios to be shipped
from Japan.

If I remember correctly, the radios
were about $300 each with shipping,
etc. A lot of money for those days.

Is it here yet? Is it here yet? It
seemed like an eternity waiting for
that radio. Eventually, I was the
proud owner of a new Kenwood
TS-520. The radio looked so
complicated, and it weighed a ton.
But, after guidance by the other
guys, a 20m band antenna was
erected, and I was on the air.

Odur residence was located high
on Kola Ridge, overlooking the
hospital and the bay. However, the
ground was rough broken coral with
little soil, which does not make a
good signal earth.

The other issue was the litter
from the fierce fighting during
the Battle of Guadalcanal. Every
household could tell stories of what
was found in their gardens. Just in
our own garden area, we found an
old tooth, many shell casings and a
set of American dog tags. The dog
tags were passed to the Australian
Consulate for onforwarding.

Back in the 70s, the QSL card
was the only way you could confirm
your contacts and I realised I needed
to get QSL cards. Being in Honiara,
printers were very scarce. Only one
could print a QSL card to size. But
first, we had to draft a design. Keep
it simple. So the group produced a
standard design shown in the photo
here. Nothing ornate or grandiose
could even be contemplated.

I had no idea that operating a
station from Honiara in those days
was such a sought-after contact.
Every time I turned on the radio, I
heard people from all over the world
chatting. But as soon as I made a
CQ call from VR4D]J, I was flooded
with replies! I later learned they are
called “pile ups,” on-air queues to
make a contact.

I made so many contacts over
the period and received hundreds
of QSL cards. All the logs and QSL

cards are sadly gone now.

AR Magazine Copyright WIA 2025. For personal use by Julian Perrin, WIA member 501475. Downloaded Thu 16 Oct 2025 at 11:18:46



SOLOMON

Adventures on Islands

ISLANDS

VR4DJ

QSO with | Date | GMT | FREQ-MHZ|2-Way| RST

1.8 14
3.5 wiof (90

_ 7 28 CW

PSE TNX QSO OM Julian Perrin

TNX QSL ES CU AGN P.O. Box 9

VRY 73s Honiara
Solomon Islands

My Solomons QSL card. A simple layout, like so many, many others. But, it served the purpose. Note
the HF bands - the WARC bands were yet to come. (VK3JFP)

Highlights

One interesting contact I made was

a lecturer from the University of
Hawai’i. He planned to visit Honiara
to do a lecture.

“Come and visit," I said.

The night of his visit, he came to
the door arm in arm with another
man. I was taken aback for a
millisecond until I realised the guy

was blind. How do you operate an
amateur radio station when blind?
That guy’s ingenuity, tenacity
and skill were lessons in themselves.
Luckily, he also had a TS-520 at
home, so he knew my radio by
touch! The only addition he had on
his own radio was a voice readout for
the VFO, somehow. In the late 70s, I

am not sure how it was done.

Silent Key Adrian Pollock VK40X

Born on 4 September 1946, Adrian VK40X (ex-
VK2FZ) passed away peacefully at his home in
Maleny, Queensland on 18 March 2025.

The second son of Gilbert VK2FU (SK) and
brother of Jim VK30X (also VK2WX and G4CGO),
Adrian received his amateur licence in 1965.

Using the call VK2FU, he was very active
on HF from the family station at Blaxland in the
lower Blue Mountains west of Sydney. A keen
contester, he participated in the ARRL phone
contests in the late 1960s, notching up some
impressive scores.

The station included a Hallicrafters SR-150,

AR Magazine Copyright WIA 2025. For personal use by Julian Perrin, WIA member 501475. Downloaded Thu 16 Oct 2025 at 11:18:46

a homebrew 4-250 valve linear amplifier and

a very large antenna system. This comprised a
self-supporting wooden pole supporting a full
sized 5-€l Yagi for 20 metres on a 50 foot boom
at 80 feet; a 4-el Yagi at 92 feet for 15 metres, and
a 5-¢l Yagi for 10 metres at 100 feet.

Below the 20m beam was a fixed, full-sized,
2-el quad on 40 metres, beamed short path to
the USA. For 80m, he used a full-sized, sloping,
centre fed, 80m dipole that was used regularly to
work into the USA.

In 1968, he and his brother VK3WX became
interested in RTTY. As there were no machines
available locally, they imported a Teletype Model
15 and a Teletype Model 19 from the USA with
the help of the RTTY amateurs in Michigan. He
became one of the strongest RTTY stations in
Australia and won the 1970 CARTG Sweepstakes
by a large margin.

In the 1970s, he bought a house and land
at Maleny, about 80 km north of Brisbane, in
Queensland. The property was at an altitude of
430 metres (1400 feet) with an excellent take-off

Another highlight was the fact
that my mentor for amateur radio
came from the UK and worked
for the Bank of England. His role
as the Chairman of the Solomon
Islands Monetory Authority meant
he oversaw the transition to the new
Solomon Island currency. A very
complex and interesting process.

The Solomon Islands gained
independence in 1978, just after
I returned to Australia. In 1979,

I joined the Royal Australian Air
Force (RAAF), changing my career
to electronics and gained my limited
amateur radio licence (AOLCP) in
1982, after sitting all the exams.

I realised that operating from the
Solomon Islands was a privilege and
how spoilt I was. My call sign was
now one of thousands instead of
one of a very few. I was not flooded
with calls when I went on air. The
RF environment in those days on
Guadalcanal was so quiet and the
QRM levels were so low. But, I
am so fortunate to have had the
opportunity that changed my future.
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to the northeast, east and southeast.

He developed an interest in the higher
frequencies (144 MHz to 10 GHz) and, on 27
January 2011, established a then Australian
distance record on 2.4 GHz of 2317 km with
ZLIAVZ.

Adrian was diagnosed with cancer in 2024,
Following treatment, he was declared clear
in January 2025. The cancer re-appeared the
following month but he decided not to resume
treatment. He died peacefully surrounded by
family and palliative nurse Desma, on 18 March
2025.

de Jim, VK30X

| first met Adrian when [ lived in Sydney; his
call sign was then VK2FZ. We used to have
beers at the Gosford/Wyong Field Day on
occasion and get into deep discussions about
propagation - troposcatter, ducting, and
sporadic E etc, often with Gordon VK2ZAB
(SK) included, with Mike VK2FLR (SK) and
perhaps Andrew VKIDA among others joining

in. VK2ZRH ﬁ‘
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